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This special bibliography on “Biotechnology and Genetically Altered Organisms” was custom designed by the 
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Service program.  All materials cited in this bibliography were selected for their relevance, and reliability. All 
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363.119 Enabling the safe use of biotechnology : principles and practice / John J. Doyle, Gabrielle J.  
ENA  Persley, editors.  Washington, DC : World Bank, 1996. 74 p. : ill. ; 28 cm. 

(Environmentally sustainable development studies and monographs series ; no. 10) 
 

This resource forms a guide for those actively engaged in the development and 
implementation of the safe practices and applications of modern biotechnological products 
and processes. It is presented as a bifurcated overview of principles and practices from a 
variety of governmental and international agencies, directed toward the assessment and 
management of risk associated with these products and processes and a compliant and 
enabling regulatory environment for their continual use. 

 
 
 
303.48             Rifkin, Jeremy. The biotech century : harnessing the gene and remaking the world. New               
RIF  York, NY :; Jeremy P. atcher/Putnam book,; 1998. xvi, 270 p. 
 

With living proof that the advancements in biotechnology are no longer the stuff of science 
fiction, a whole new world of possibilities  - and dangers- presented itself. The author is 
more concerned with the dangers of this technology, many of them revolving around the 
seemingly inevitable commercialization of genetically engineered life forms that would come 
if corporations battled for the rights to patents on new or modified species. While Rifkin 
concedes that there are benefits to biotechnology, he makes it clear that there are risks far 
outweigh the rewards at this time. 
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Biotechnology Research Subcommittee.  National Science and Technology Council (NSTC).  Biotechnology 
for the 21st Century:  new horizons.  
http://www.nal.usda.gov/bic/bio21/tablco.html 
 
The resources of Federal agencies, as well as expertise from the private sector, were brought 
together to identify opportunities in four rapidly developing areas of biotechnology research. Each 
area is addressed in a separate chapter of this report, which identifies priorities for Federal 
investment and summarizes current directions and specific research opportunities. (Related activities 
of each BRS agency are summarized in the Appendix.) The chapters emphasize multidisciplinary, 
long-term research, which will be essential in order to enhance the efficacy of existing biotechnologies 
and develop new ones. 
 
 
USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. Agricultural Biotechnology 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/oa/new/ab.html 
 
Ensuring the safety of the products of agricultural biotechnology is an important goal of USDA's Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). APHIS regulates the field testing, importation and interstate 
movement of genetically engineered organisms, plants, and plant products. APHIS also regulates 
genetically engineered veterinary biologics. This page provides links to APHIS biotechnology activities as 
well as to other pages dealing with biotechnology. 
 
 
USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. Biotechnology Permits 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/bbep/bp/ 
 
This site contains links to several resources, among them: agricultural biotechnology in the U.S., U.S. 
regulatory oversight in Biotechnology, product approvals by U.S. regulatory agencies, the Biotechnology 
Permits Database, and reference material on Biosafety resources. 
 
 
United States Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotech/OECD/usregs.htm 
 
It provides some links to the Agencies primarily responsible for regulating biotechnology in the United 
States:  Department of Agriculture (USDA), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA).   
Before commercialization, genetically engineered plants/organisms must conform with satndards set by 
State and Federal marketing statutes.  This site provides links to relevant laws and regulations on the 
subject. 
 
 


